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Not only has the Vatican its recognised Nuncios and
diplomatic representatives in most nations of the world,
but every Catholic priest in every continent is in a sense
a representative of the Pope. By the very nature of his
office the priest must keep his finger on the pulse of his
people; though he looks mainly on the religious side of
everything, yet to understand his flock he must enter into
their political lives and their economic lives.
He x-eports all things at regular and frequent intervals
to his bishop, and that bishop himself regularly passes up
and down through his diocese visiting his priests and
studying the local problems. He in turn is in touch with
the archbishops frequently and regularly, and both the
bishops and the archbishops, no matter in what part of the
world they are, pay visits to Rome. They are all received
in audience by the Pope and they all have long interviews
with the officials.
Above all these are the cardinals. The cardinals are
recognised as Princes of the Church* They, and they
alone, can elect the Pope* Some of them remain per-
manently in Rome as governors of the Church, taking up
the position of heads of the many departments, and also,
if they are non-Italians, in some sense acting as representa-
tives of their own country. Such for example, was
Cardinal Gasquet, from England. Other cardinals are
themselves archbishops in their own countries and live
there, as do the four cardinals in the United States, and
the three cardinals in Germany. They act in a sense as the
heads of the Church in their own particular country*
But in addition to all these there is what might be
termed the army of the Church, that is to say the religious
orders both male and female. Some are devoted entirely